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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-5, and 13-17, drawn to an information storage medium having a 
recording region of audio and image information with the feature of the 
"display mode information indicating a display mode of the image 
information being described in the management information recorded at a 
head position in the first playback unit", classified in class 386, subclass 
96. 

II. Claim 6, drawn to a method of playing back information from a medium 
including the feature of "only contents of the management information 
recorded at a head position in the first playback unit are used as valid 
information, and the image information is played back by accessing the 
image information based on the contents of the valid management 
information", classified in class 386, subclass 75. 

III. Claims 7-8, drawn to a method of playing back information from a medium 
including the feature of "when the management information of the first 
music number before divided has a pointer including display mode 

information indicating a display method of the image information to 

management of the divided second music number and management 
information of the divided third music number", classified in class 386, 
subclass 54. 
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IV. Claim 9, drawn to a method of playing back information from a medium 
including the feature of "all kinds of information that pertain to the audio 

information and the text information in the preceding at least one of 

audio information and the text information is played back on the 
transplanted information", classified in class 386, subclass 96. 

V. Claims 10-11, drawn to a method of playing back information from a 
medium including the feature of "when management information of the first 
music number before combined with the second music number has a 

pointer including the first music number is provided to management 

information of the combined third music number", classified in class 386, 
subclass 54. 

VI. Claim 12, drawn to a method of playing back information from a medium 
including the feature of "when the play list is selected or a predetermined 

first playback unit the specified image information which is allowed to 

be used is played back as the jacket image upon playing back the 
specified first playback unit", classified in class 386, subclass 55. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

The six groups of inventions are useable apart from each other and 
have unique specific structures not required of the other, and can therefore be 
separately useable as distinct inventions. For example the information storage medium 
having a recording region of audio and image information with the feature of the "display 
mode information indicating a display mode of the image infomiation being described in 
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the management information recorded at a head position in the first playback unit", as 
recited in claim 1 of Group I, does not require the feature of "only contents of the 
management information recorded at a head position in the first playback unit are used 
as valid information, and the image information is played back by accessing the image 
information based on the contents of the valid management information" as specified in 
claim 6 of Group II, the feature of "when the management information of the first music 
number before divided has a pointer including display mode information indicating a 

display method of the image information to management of the divided second 

music number and management information of the divided third music number" as 
specified in claim 7 of Group III, the feature of "all kinds of information that pertain to the 

audio information and the text information in the preceding at least one of audio 

information and the text information is played back on the transplanted information" as 
specified in claim 9 of Group IV, the feature of "when management information of the 
first music number before combined with the second music number has a pointer 

including the first music number is provided to management information of the 

combined third music number", as specified in claim 10 of Group V, and the feature of 

"when the play list is selected or a predetermined first playback unit the specified 

image information which is allowed to be used is played back as the jacket image upon 
playing back the specified first playback unit" as specified in claim 12 of Group VI. 

Moreover, the method of playing back information from a medium including the 
feature of "only contents of the management information recorded at a head position in 
the first playback unit are used as valid information, and the image information is played 
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back by accessing the image information based on the contents of the valid 
management information" as specified in claim 6 of Group II does not require the 
feature of "display mode information indicating a display mode of the image information 
being described in the management information recorded at a head position in the first 
playback unit" as specified in claim 1 of Group I, the feature of "when the management 
information of the first music number before divided has a pointer including display 

mode information indicating a display method of the image information to 

management of the divided second music number and management information of the 
divided third music number" as specified in claim 7 of Group III, the feature of "all kinds 
of information that pertain to the audio information and the text information in the 

preceding at least one of audio information and the text information is played back on 

the transplanted information" as specified in claim 9 of Group IV, the feature of "when 
management information of the first music number before combined with the second 

music number has a pointer including the first music number is provided to 

management information of the combined third music number", as specified in claim 10 
of Group V, and the feature of "when the play list is selected or a predetermined first 

playback unit the specified image information which is allowed to be used is played 

back as the jacket image upon playing back the specified first playback unit" as 
specified in claim 12 of Group VL 

Moreover, the method of playing back information from a medium including the 
feature of "when the management information of the first music number before divided 
has a pointer including display mode information indicating a display method of the 
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image information to management of the divided second music number and 

management information of the divided third music number*' as specified in claim 7 of 
Group III does not require the feature of the "display mode information indicating a 
display mode of the image information being described in the management information 
recorded at a head position in the first playback unit", as recited in claim 1 of Group I. 
the feature of "only contents of the management information recorded at a head position 
in the first playback unit are used as valid information, and the image information is 
played back by accessing the image information based on the contents of the valid 
management information" as specified in claim 6 of Group II, the feature of "all kinds of 
information that pertain to the audio information and the text information in the 

preceding at least one of audio information and the text information is played back on 

the transplanted information" as specified in claim 9 of Group IV, the feature of "when 
management information of the first music number before combined with the second 

music number has a pointer including the first music number is provided to 

management information of the combined third music number", as specified in claim 10 
of Group V, and the feature of "when the play list is selected or a predetermined first 

playback unit the specified image information which is allowed to be used is played 

back as the jacket image upon playing back the specified first playback unit" as 
specified in claim 12 of Group VI . 

Furthermore, the method of playing back information from a medium including 
the feature of "all kinds of information that pertain to the audio information and the text 
information in the preceding at least one of audio information and the text information 
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is played back on the transplanted information" as specified In claim 9 of Group IV does 
not require the feature of the "display mode information indicating a display mode of the 
image information being described in the management information recorded at a head 
position in the first playback unit", as recited in claim 1 of Group I, does not require the 
feature of "only contents of the management information recorded at a head position in 
the first playback unit are used as valid information, and the image information is played 
back by accessing the image information based on the contents of the valid 
management information" as specified in claim 6 of Group II, the feature of "when the 
management information of the first music number before divided has a pointer 
including display mode information indicating a display method of the image 

information to management of the divided second music number and management 

information of the divided third music number" as specified in claim 7 of Group III, the 
feature of "when management information of the first music number before combined 

with the second music number has a pointer including the first music number is 

provided to management information of the combined third music number", as specified 
in claim 10 of Group V, and the feature of "when the play list is selected or a 
predetermined first playback unit... ...the specified image information which is allowed to 

be used is played back as the jacket image upon playing back the specified first 
playback unit" as specified in claim 12 of Group VI. 

Furthermore, the method of playing back information from a medium including 
the feature of "when management information of the first music number before 
combined with the second music number has a pointer including the first music 



Application/Control Number: 09/659,583 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2615 

number is provided to management information of the combined third music number" as 
specified in claim 10 of Group V, does not require the feature of "the feature of the 
"display mode information indicating a display mode of the image information being 
described in the management information recorded at a head position in the first 
playback unit", as recited in claim 1 of Group I, does not require the feature of "only 
contents of the management information recorded at a head position in the first 
playback unit are used as valid information, and the image information is played back by 
accessing the image information based on the contents of the valid management 
information" as specified in claim 6 of Group II, the feature of "when the management 
information of the first music number before divided has a pointer including display 

mode information indicating a display method of the image information to 

management of the divided second music number and management information of the 
divided third music number" as specified in claim 7 of Group III, the feature of "all kinds 
of information that pertain to the audio information and the text information in the 

preceding at least one of audio information and the text information is played back on 

the transplanted information" as specified in claim 9 of Group IV. and the feature of 

"when the play list is selected or a predetermined first playback unit the specified 

image information which is allowed to be used is played back as the jacket image upon 
playing back the specified first playback unit" as specified in claim 12 of Group VI. 

Furthermore, the method of playing back information from a medium including 
the feature of "when the play list is selected or a predetermined first playback 
unit the specified image information which is allowed to be used is played back as 
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the jacket image upon playing back the specified first playback unit" as specified in 
claim 12 of Group VI, does not require the feature of the "display mode information 
indicating a display mode of the image information being described in the management 
information recorded at a head position in the first playback unit", as recited in claim 1 
of Group I, does not require the feature of "only contents of the management 
information recorded at a head position in the first playback unit are used as valid 
information, and the image information is played back by accessing the image 
information based on the contents of the valid management information" as specified in 
claim 6 of Group II, the feature of "when the management information of the first music 
number before divided has a pointer including display mode information indicating a 

display method of the image information to management of the divided second 

music number and management information of the divided third music number" as 
specified in claim 7 of Group III, the feature of "all kinds of information that pertain to the 
audio information and the text information in the preceding... ..at least one of audio 
information and the text information is played back on the transplanted information" as 
specified in claim 9 of Group IV, and the feature of "when management information of 
the first music number before combined with the second music number has a pointer 

including the first music number is provided to management information of the 

combined third music number**, as specified in claim 10 of Group V. 
3, Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for one Group is not required for the other, and have acquired a 
separate status in the art and because of their recognized divergent subject matter 
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restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4780. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



B. Chevalier 
June 22, 2004. 




